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V. REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Braun (U.S. Patent No. 5,711,328) in view of Palmason (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,839,951). And, claim 4 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Braun in view of Palmason and further in view of Hoser et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,640,819). The rejections are respectfully traversed. 

In brief, the features of claim 4 (now canceled) are now incorporated into 
amended claim 1. As a result, both of the above rejections are addressed 
simultaneously. 

In rejecting claim 4 as being obvious over '328 In view of '951 and further in 
view of '819, the Office Action states that '819 teaches that a part of the washing 
system, such as the liquid impelling assembly , for an electric razor Is removable, and 
making a part of a washing system removable allows fro easier maintenance of the 
system. 

As described In column 3, lines 50-55 of '819, the liquid impelling assembly 
(6), relied upon by the Examiner as a removable part of the washing system, the 
member adapted to be driven bv a motor (5) and having a suppIv conduit (7) leading 
to a cleaning bath (8) and a draining conduit (9) leading from the cleaning bath (8) to 
the cleaning llguid container (3) . The assembly (6) Is recognized to constitute a part 
of a washing liquid supplying path and a washing liquid draining path, but Is not the 
part like the drip pan of the present invention that is interposed between the basin 
and the tank as being coupled to the pump for returning the liquid from within the 
basin back to the tank. As Is seen from FIG. 1 of '819, and column 3, lines 56 to 68, 
the assembly (6) contains the motor (5) or the pump, and is removable together with 
the pump from the system. 

In contrast, the drip pan of the present Invention is disposed underneath the 
basin in order to return the collected liquid back to the tank, and is connected to the 
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pump. In other words, the drip pan is a part which requires a hermetic coupling with 
the pump, and therefore is not generally taken as a part detachable to the pump. In 
fact, the assembly (6) of '819 is made detachable as it incorporates the pump and 
requires no hermetical coupling to the pump. 

As explained in the above, the subject matter of the present invention is to 
provide a removable drip pan which is disposed between the basin and the tank of 
the fixed parts, and is generally recognized not as a candidate removable from the 
washing system. The underlying problem and the solution of the present invention 
are far from a general expectation of the skilled person in the art. For this reason, the 
present invention as amended is believed to be inventive over the combination of the 
cited prior art reference. 

Again, '819 teaches that the assembly (6) is made detachable as it 
incorporates the pump, which denies a design of adding a removable function to a 
part requiring to be coupled to the pump, and does not constitute a fair basis for 
combining' 819 to '328 in order to accomplish the present invention. 

Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that that none of the applied art, alone or 
in combination, teaches or suggests the features of claim 1 as now amended and 
discussed above. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that one of ordinary skill in the art 
could not combine the features of the applied art to arrive at the claimed invention 
because the applied art is devoid of all the features of the claimed invention. As a 
result, it is respectfully submitted that claim 1 is allowable over the applied art. 

Claims 2, 3, 5-7 and 9 depend from claim 1 and include all of the features of 
claim 1 . Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the dependent claims are allowable at 
least for the reason claim 1 is allowable as well as for the features they recite. 

Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Braun in 
view of Palmason and further in view of Rau et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,102,435). The 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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Claim 8 depends from claim 1 and includes all of the features of claim 1 . 
Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the dependent claim is allowable at least for the 
reasons claim 1 is allowable as well as for the features it recites. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Braun 
in view of Palmason and further in view of Rau et al. The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Claim 10 depends from claim 1 and includes all of the features of claim 1 . 
Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the dependent claim is allowable at least for the 
reasons claim 1 is allowable as well as for the features it recites. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims are believed to be in 
condition for allowance over the prior art of record. Therefore, this Amendment is 
believed to be a complete response to the outstanding Office Action. Further, 
Applicants assert that there are also reasons other than those set forth above why 
the pending claims are patentable. Applicants hereby reserve the right to set forth 
further arguments and remarks supporting the patentability of their claims, including 
the separate patentability of the dependent claims not explicitly addressed herein, in 
future papers. 

in view of the foregoing, reconsideration of the application and allowance of 
the pending claims are respectfully requested. Should the Examiner believe anything 
further is desirable in order to place the application in even better condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' representative at the 
telephone number listed below. 

Should additional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper 
or if a Petition for Extension of Time is required for timely acceptance of the same. 
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tlie Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 18-0013 for 
any such fees and Applicant(s) hereby petition for such extension of time. 



RADER, FISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 

1233 20*'' Street, N.W. Suite 501 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel: (202) 955-3750 
Fax: (202) 955-3751 
Customer No. 23353 
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